Second causeway routes narrowed to 5

By CARL FHILLIPS
Isiand Breeze

And then there were fre.

After starting out with 2L potential roues for a
second causeway cannecting the mainlnd ta
Sauth Padre Hand. the Cameron County Begioral
Mability Authority presented the final fie selac-
tians at a public mesting at Port [sabe] High School
bt week.

{Un the mainland side, three of the remaining
akernabes Aie inkc Centerline Road alongside the
Carneron County Atrport. The cther o terminate
2 Itk furtber south at Holly Beach.

O the [slarsd, thres Jocations wers seleched for
that end of the bridge. The northernmost 15 in the
wicirity of Beach Access Mo, 6. Two are shown end-
ing in the area of Beach Access No. 5 and Aranod
Cownty Park. The cther two terminate in the vicin-

g:f The Shomes development jest north of Andy
= Tark.

Stacey Benningfield, amccats wice president
and environmental services leader for the consuk -
ing, firrn HWTE Corp, pressnied dhe routes. and
reviewed the factors dhat led o the elimination of
‘maet of the original routes.

These factars induded safsty issues economic
factors, traflic flow, emerpency svacuation, exi-
‘maied costs of corstruction and ervironmenial
factors.,

0f the original routes that had led into the
Laguna Atascosa National Wikl ke Refige, all were
aucamatically elimirated because of their termina-
tian in a national wildhife refuge, Benningfisld said.

Othiar akernatives were dropped due to safety
factors, particularly during emergency evaua-
tians. Higher oosts for land in mare developed
araas also fackored inta the dedsions to eliminate
some of the rouee passibilites.

Mt of the mmmenis during the mesting
freored mape Mo, 2 whichistarts at C=nterline Foad
on the mainland and erds rorth of the town of
South PadreIsland near Arancd County Park.

“Yowir selection number ran ook s very good o
me, former Port [sabel mayer Len Sanders sad.
“Your neaded an smcuation route that would aksa
climinate traffic jams on speclal oocadons that
bring big crowds 1o the [sland. Aliernabs Nurmber
Twn seems o meet those requirsments bes:”

Meet Flio Grarde Valley wraffic isheadesd for the
beaches norh of toem, he said. With No. 2, these
people would oot have b drive through Part [sabel
and then South Fadee [slard's congestad aneas
@t to the county park beaches.

Diennis Franks, devaloper of The Shomes on the
lland, ako frvorsd No. 2. He asked CCRMA offi-

ciake tn remambier that The Shores e s imerale

sented at a public meeting last week at the Port Isbel High School. (Courresy of HNTE Corpomtion)

tharked the mthority for “listening to us and
allowing us input” Inkc the decisian-making
process.

Cameron County Commissioner Dird Garm
liked the way athoricy mermbers had considerad
emdronmental issues. He added that the munty is
in the process of ypgrading the county akrport and
beirging It up o Fardand.

“But Jet's dont kesp taking, be said. "Let’s get
merding and get the smdronmental sudiss begun?

Ishand busiressman Doyl Wells agresd wich
Garza.

“Thiis L= th=time te d the ervirmarmenta stud-
=5 while the econamy s down That way well be
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s he said. “The county airport will be impor-
tant ta all of usonthe klnd.”

From the beginning of discussiors sbout a sec-
and cameway, same Port kabel officals have
expressed concerrs aver the impact on vislior traf-
ficin ther cammuniiy

TPart [sabel Magor oo Vagn said the Holly Beach
moute connections oo Highway 100, and be fearsd
that would have an impact an commence in Port
[zakes] by diveriing trafile noeth of the dig

Vega aba ermphasized his view that the Texas
Tepartment of Transportation continue to facus on
edending the lif of the Queen [saballs Memorial
Eridee.

bayl to the north end of the [sland” he said,
expressing concerns about the emvronmental
Impact.

He alzn pointed cut that business is already suf-
fering in Port lsabel, noting that Chilis Restzorant
there had just clos=d.

Ganpsl said that a boes of wisitor iraffic in Port
[zabel wenild further aggravabe an already difficult
business environment, prediciing that other bus-
neszes won  fodd unless eraffic to the [shrd core
tirmed to be roued through the town.

Amea resident Andres Garcla supgested that the
serond mimeway project woil be beiter ppdosd
b a light rall sysiem sarting at the north end of
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Lland, ako frvorsd No. 2. He asked CCRMA offi-
claks in remember that The Shores 15 very upscale,
and to please ks=p that in mind as they contirue
their planning,

(Orverall, the comments were posthe abo all
the remalning five options.

South Fadre [sland AMerwoman Jodon Beans
was happy with the cheoices emaining, and she

“This isthe time to do the eovironrmental stud-
tes while the smonamy s down That way well ke
ready bo bulld when the ecoromy rebourds,” be
said.

Scuth Padee lddand City Manager Dewsy
Cashwell said the final cheoices were all good alter-
natives.

“ny one of them would Improve the safey

L] " SIUTH MIGELDLASD TICAT | ELASD BILITE SUNMDGEY, WARIH 1, Be08

extending the lif: of the Queen lzabells Memorial
B

“We need that bridge for another 30 years,” he
said.

ot Gangel, president of the Jocal Surfriders
Association chapter, questioned whether a second
amress Is even needed

“lt'sa Jorg strebch from Hally Beach {across e

serond mussay projec woild be beitar mepbced
by a light rail sysiem starting a the north end of
the [sland headed south, and then turn east to cross)
the Laguna Madre paralle] tothe sdsting causeway
on arcute inland

Yo already have traffic problems oo the
[sland” be said. “This way you kesp a kot of cars
fram ever crossirg over there i the first place”
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